
Middle School Level Battle List, 2026-2027  

1.​ All the Blues in the Sky - by Renee Watson  

2.​ Among the Hidden - by Margaret Peterson Haddix  

3.​ Blood in the Water - by Tiffany D. Jackson  

4.​ Bystander - by James Preller  

5.​ Danny Blackgoat, Navajo Prisoner - by Tim Tingle 

6.​ Final Season - by Tim Green  

7.​ A First Time for Everything - by Dan Santat  

8.​ Holes - by Louis Sachar  

9.​ Impossible Creatures - by Katherine Rundell  

10.​ King and the Dragonflies - by Kacen Callender  

11.​ Let Me Play, publ 2022 - by Karen Blumenthal  

12.​ Leviathan - by Scott Westerfield  

13.​ Not if You Break Up with Me First - by G.F. Miller  

14.​ Safiyyah’s War - by Hibba Noor Khan  

15.​ Savvy - by Ingrid Law  

16.​ Two Tribes - by Emily Bowen Cohen  

17.​ War Games - by Alan Gratz  

18.​ Will’s Race for Home - by Jewell Parker Rhodes  

19.​ The Witch of Blackbird Pond - by Elizabeth Speare  

20.​ A Year without Home - V.T. Bidania 

 



 

 Title  Author/s  Awards/Distinctions 

1  All the Blues in the Sky  Renee Watson  Newbery Medal 

2  Among the Hidden  Margaret Peterson  
Haddix 

 

3  Blood in the Water  Tiffany Jackson  ASLC- Notable Children’s Books 
2026 

4  Bystander  James Preller  

5  Danny Blackgoat, Navajo Prisoner  Tim Tingle  American Indian Youth Literature 
Honor 

6  Final Season  Tim Green  

7  A First Time for Everything  Dan Santat  National Book Award for Young 
People, 2023 

8  Holes  Louis Sachar  Newbery Medal 

9  Impossible Creatures  Katherine Rundell  

10  King and the Dragonflies  Kacen Callender  National Book Awards 2020 for 
Young People's Literature 

11  Let Me Play, publ. 2022 Karen Blumenthal  ALA Notable Children’s Books, 
2006 

12  Leviathan  Scott Westerfeld  

13  Not if You Break Up with Me First  G.F. Miller  

14  Safiyyah’s War  Hibba Noor Khan  Muslim Book Awards - Winner, 
Best Muslim Middle Grade Book 
(2024) 

15  Savvy  Ingrid Law  Newbery Honor Book, 2009 

16  Two Tribes  Emily Bowen Cohen  

17  War Games  Alan Gratz  Golden Archer Middle  
Nomination, 2027 

18  Will’s Race for Home  Jewell Parker Rhodes  Coretta Scott King Award, 2026 

19  The Witch of Blackbird Pond  Elizabeth Speare  Newbery Medal 

20  A Year without Home  V.T. Bidania  
 


